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| 4 Brief Q&A 
| SAMUEL CLEMENS 

In the 1960s, Eileen O’Neill was 
featured in movies such as Teen- 
age Millionaire (1961) and Kiss Me, 
! Stupid (1964) and did lots of com- 
mercials, but she is perhaps best 
} 
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known for her roles on television, 
particularly Burke’s Law (1963- 
i 65) where she played Sgt. Gloria 
\ Ames. After graduation from the 
Philadelphia School of Modeling 
and Charm, she gained notoriety 
as a spokesmodel for Rose Marie 
Reid Swimsuits and was a finalist - 
for Miss Rheingold and Miss Los - 
Angeles Press Photographers. Her 
| acting career started in 1961. In ad- 
| dition to her mainstream roles, she” 
i is popular among cult audiences 
{ for her primetime appearances on 
| Batman, The Munsters, Bewitched, 
| IDream of Jeannie, and The Beverly 
Hillbillies. After marrying Richard 
Barich, a successful real estate de- 
veloper, Eileen retired from acting 
and now lives in Beverly Hills. She 
i shared some of the details of her 
| impressive onscreen career. 
| Samuel Clemens: How did you 
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get your start in Hollywood? 
Eileen O'Neill: I initially did 
modeling at the Philadelphia Mod- 
eling Guild. Joe Pyne of WVUE-TV 
was looking for someone to be his 
“Girl Friday” on his upcoming talk 
show. He hired me. It was one of the 
easier jobs I had. I just answered 
questions over the phone and re- 
layed them to Joe. Occasionally, I 
would get calls from men asking for 
a date, but otherwise it was easy. I 
eventually flew to Hollywood to do 
an interview with John K. West. He 
i put me in a Pepsi commercial the 
, .~ , following day. As I did more com- 
mercials, I rented an apartment 
i that I shared with Chris Noel and 
; _~ Kathy Kersh who were aspiring ac- 
i tresses like myself. I did pageants 
i as well, winning “Miss 512 USAF” 
Be i “Miss Shore Patrol” “Miss Fort 
A - i Dix,” and “Miss Rally Round the 
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Flag, Boys” before my onscreen ca~ 
reer even began. After doing some 
walk-on roles, I was signed by the 
William Morris Agency. That’s 
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when I started acting. 

SC: Who did you study acting 
with? 

Eileen O'Neill: initially leaned 
from Stella Adler, who was a won- 
derful teacher. I later studied with 
Sanford Meisner, who was tough 
but fair with us. I remember I was 
rehearsing with some of the actors, 
and he didn’t like the way that I 
was approaching the dialogue. He 
yelled at me, which would’ve been 
discouraging if he hadn’t later said, 
“Twouldn’t yell at somebody if they 
didn’t have talent.” That was acon- 
fidence builder. It seemed like he 
saw potential in me. 

SC: You are most known for star- 
ring on Burke’s Law. How did you 
get that role? 

Eileen O’Neill: It wasn’t a role 
that I pursued. I met with Aaron 
Spelling to audition for a part in 
another television series. I didn’t 
get it, but he seemed impressed 
with me and said that he’d be in 
touch. He called me days later and 
told me that the actress who was 
cast as Sgt. Gloria Ames left the 
production for health reasons, and 
they were searching for a last-min- 
ute replacement. I toid them that I 
could start immediately. It seemed 
like it happened by chance, like I 
was in the right place at the right 


time. I played a policewoman. It 
was a serious part, andl was happy 
to do it. A lot of my modeling col- 
leagues were typecast and had dif- 
ficulties getting good parts, so I was 
fortunate to get this breakthrough 
opportunity. I was eventually writ- 
ten out of the series, but it was a 
good stepping stone, nonetheless. 
Gene Barry was a good mentor to 
ine, too... such a kind man who 
was always patient with the cast 
and crew. 

SC: You appeared on Bewitched. 
What was it like acting alongside 
Elizabeth Montgomery? How 
about your iconic role as Millie 
Second in Batman? 

Eileen O'Neill: I knew some 
people in Hollywood who didn’t 
like her, including Chris [Noel]. I 
can say that I had a great experi- 
ence with her. She was accommo- 
dating with the guest stars. She 
was a professional as far as I saw. 
As far as Batman went, remember 
having to wear these large earrings 
that looked like clocks. I get alot of 
mail from fans asking about it, but 
there’s not a lot to say. Adam West 
and Burt Ward were very profes- 
sional and talented actors. I don’t 
have anything bad to say about 
them. 

SC: You garnered a lot of interest 
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from various producers—particu- 
larly Martin Ransohoff—as your 
career progressed. He reportedly 
wanted to sign you to a contract. 
What can you tell us about him? 
Eileen O’Neill: Martin had a 
reputation for being a lecherous 
womanizer. I was very nervous 
when I had a meeting with him. He 
invited me to a party he was hav- 
ing to celebrate the completion of 
a film called The Loved One (1965), 
which was actually quite good. We 
sat and chatted, and that was it. He 
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Eileen promotes the pe supplement Wate-On in this 1965 ad. The 
movie Teacher, Teacher mentioned here was to star Tommy Kirk, Bob 
Denver, Dawn Wells and Eileen, but was ultimately never made. 
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BEAUTIES MAKE THE BEST SUSPECTS: BURKE'S LAW 


lesa Pregtans » Nonmter 23-26 


TV Guide, November 23, 1963, Gene 
Barry, Joan Staley, Eileen O’Neil 
and Sharyn Hillyer of Burke’s Law. 


did not make one pass at me. Iwas © 


relieved, but also a bit insulted. I 
think that either I wasn't his type, 
or he knew that I was roommates 
with Kathy [Kersh] whom he 
signed months prior and didn’t 
want me bad-mouthing him to her. 

SC: What would you say was 
your worst onscreen role? 

Eileen O'Neill: I was in a [tele- 
vision] documentary called The 
Story of a Tiger Hunter [1963]. We 
flew to India to film it. The trip was 
exhausting enough, but the over- 
all experience was frightening. I 
was. learning to use a rifle when 
a leopard leaped towards me. He 
was roughly eight feet away. I was 


as scared as I’ve ever been. Thank- 


fully, the director used a tranquil- 
izer dart to tame the beast. It was 
an overall bad experience. It was 
widely reported in the press that 


the leopard’s fur was made into a- 


rug and I brought the rug back as a 
souvenir. That was absolutely false. 
_ SC: Why did you turn down a 
role in There Was a Crooked Man... 
(1970)? Do you regret doing so? 
Eileen O'Neill: I was offered the 
part of Jessie Brundidge. It was a 
part that had a lot of nudity in the 
script.-I didn’t feel comfortable 
with it. The film was a box-office 


flop, and I doubt that it would have 


[boosted] my career. 

SC: Were there any disappoint- 
ments in your career? 

Eileen O'Neill: Shortly after 
” moving to Hollywood, I got a star- 
ring role onatelevision series called 
Daddy-O, which was directed by 


Jimmy Clanton and Eileen O'Neill in a publicity shot for Teenage 
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Millionaire (1961). (photo courtesy of Glamour Girls of the Silver Screen) 


Sivi Aberg, Eileen O’Neill and Marina Ghane as they appeared on 1968’s 


Operation: Entertainment, a televised variety show that entertained 


American troops all over the world. 


the renowned Max Shulman... It 
was avery promising television se- 
ries. Everyone thought it was going 
to get picked up. In fact, CBS as- 
sured us that they would. It didn’t 
happen. Our director Max was hi- 
larious, though. Ilearned alot from 


him. I suppose that’s something I 
got out of that project. 

SC: Besides acting, were there 
other activities that you were in- 
volved in? 

Efleen O'Neill: I was acting 
with The Thalians. I was actually 


Paul Mantee as Dick Dageer, secret agent, seems to be saying, “What's a 
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nice girl like you doing with a thing like that?” to Eileen O'Neill playing a 
beauty programmed to kill him in A Man Called Dagger (1968). (Original 


caption) 


King’s (Walter Slezak) cohort. 


on the board of directors. If any- 
one doesn’t know about it, it’s a 
nonprofit that raises awareness 
for mental health. We had our 
meetings once a week with Debbie 
Reynolds. I eventually moved to 
New York, so I left their board of 
directors and rejoined after return- 
ing to California. It is a wonderful 
organization that does alot of good 
for veterans with disabilities. Irec- 
ommend that anyone interested 
should join it. 

SC: Are you still affiliated with 
Hollywood in some form? 

Eileen O'Neill: I am still in- 
volved with The Thalians. I was 
interviewed by an author named 


On a 1966 Batman two-parter, Eileen played Millie Second, the Clock. 


Tom Lisanti years ago, and I was 
featured in two of his books. I get 
some requests for autographs oc- 
casionally. I still have an active 
social life here. Chris [Noel] is one 
of my best friends, and we always 
meet for lunch when she’s in town. 

SC: Would you accept an on- 
screen role if offered one? 

Eileen O'Neill: Absolutely. I 
would return to acting if Holly- 
wood was willing to look past my 
age. Things have gotten a bit bet - 
ter for women, though, and older 
women like myself actually have 
a chance of getting cast in some- 
thing. It would be a lot of fun to be 
in the movies again. ; 
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